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IMPORTANT	
  POINTS	
  –	
  In	
  the	
  Ecosystem	
  Video	
  
	
  
While	
  you	
  watch	
  the	
  video,	
  try	
  to	
  answer	
  these	
  questions.	
  This	
  will	
  help	
  you	
  to	
  identify	
  
the	
  main	
  points	
  of	
  the	
  video.	
  
	
  
	
  

• What	
  are	
  some	
  soil	
  properties	
  that	
  the	
  forest	
  floor	
  is	
  having	
  an	
  influence	
  on?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

• How	
  do	
  the	
  deciduous	
  trees	
  in	
  particular	
  influence	
  the	
  forest	
  floor	
  and	
  soil	
  at	
  
this	
  site?	
  What	
  types	
  of	
  organisms	
  does	
  the	
  litter	
  from	
  these	
  trees	
  attract?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
• Explain	
  the	
  difference	
  between	
  measuring	
  the	
  depth	
  of	
  the	
  organic	
  horizons	
  

and	
  the	
  mineral	
  soil.	
  Where	
  is	
  point	
  “0”	
  for	
  these	
  measurements?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

• What	
  properties	
  of	
  the	
  coniferous	
  tree	
  litter	
  can	
  potentially	
  make	
  it	
  
decompose	
  more	
  slowly?	
  What	
  other	
  factor	
  might	
  influence	
  the	
  thickness	
  of	
  
this	
  L	
  compared	
  to	
  the	
  deciduous	
  litter	
  (think	
  seasons)?	
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• Earthworms	
  are	
  not	
  native	
  to	
  most	
  of	
  Canada	
  due	
  the	
  glaciation	
  of	
  much	
  of	
  
North	
  America	
  until	
  about	
  10,000	
  years	
  ago.	
  How	
  has	
  the	
  introduction	
  of	
  
earthworms	
  impacted	
  the	
  forest	
  floor	
  here?	
  


